
The Food Act 2014
Food Safety requirements for growers, 
processors, transporters and 
manufacturers
Hemp Industry Liaison Group,       
March 2019



Food Act 2014: A Flexible Risk Based Approach



Growers and Transporters = NP1

 Growing and minimal processing (e.g. 
harvesting, drying and sorting) only 

 Transporters (where transport is not 
incidental to another food activity) and 
warehouses – even if only carting grain from 
farm to processor

 Registered every 24 months

 Verified (checked) once unless there are 
problems



Seed processors and some 
Manufacturers = NP2
 Dehulling and/or milling to flour or meal will 

make you a ‘processor of nuts or seeds’ 
(includes repacking bulk hemp flour or meal 
for wholesaling) 

 Manufacture of shelf-stable grain-based (but 
could contain hemp seed) biscuits, crackers, 
breakfast cereals or muesli bars

 Registered every 24 months

 Verified (checked) every 36 months



Oil producers = NP3
 Pressing hemp oil (or even making a hemp 

margarine)

 Repacking bulk product (oil or meal) for retail 
sale

 Retail sale of bulk (unpackaged) hemp oil, 
meal or flour 

 Registered every 24 months

 Verified (checked) every 24 months



Hemp Milk or RTE Salad = FCP 

 Highest risk products e.g. Hemp milk 
or a ready-to-eat hemp salad will 
require a food control plan (FCP)

 Registered every 12 months

 Verified (checked) every 12-18 months



How do I know what applies 
to me?
 Visit www.mpi.govt.nz

Food safety    Food Act 2014    Where Do I Fit?

 Multiple activities?

• One registration at highest applicable 
level, OR

• Register each activity separately

 Still not sure? Email us at 
foodactinfo@mpi.govt.nz

http://www.mpi.govt.nz/
mailto:foodactinfo@mpi.govt.nz


Other Options for Horticultural Producers



Questions



The registration process

Create your FCP or 
get your NP 
guidance
• If you’ve created a 

custom plan, have it 
evaluated

Check registration 
procedure 
• contact your council or 

MPI

Fill out a registration 
form / pack

• Attach the fee

You may need to 
include a letter 

from a verifier to 
say that they will 

verify you

New businesses must register before they can sell food



Who to register with 
Type of plan or programme Business is based where? Register with

National programme
or
MPI issued Template FCP e.g. 
Simply Safe and Suitable

• Based in one local council area
• Operating a mobile food business 
• Selling on-line

Local council

• Based in more than one council area Choose between: 
• Registering each site with the 

corresponding local council in 
each area, or 

• Registering all sites under the 
one registration with MPI

Custom FCP
or 
Industry developed Template FCP
(s40 template e.g. NZGAP) 

• Anywhere MPI



Apply for exemption from registration: 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety/food-act-
2014/overview/exemptions-from-plans-or-programmes/

Exempt from registration

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety/food-act-2014/overview/exemptions-from-plans-or-programmes/
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